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Dear Ms. Meislin: 

This is-'aproposed amendment in response to the Office Action dated 
February^S'l. 2003. ^ 

The-appficants, in the interests of placing the application in form for 
allowance, propose the following amendments. 

Claims 92, 94, 98 and 100 will be cancelled, without prejudice. 

Claim 93 will be amended to be in independent fomn as follows: 

93. A multi-functional hand tool comprising: at least one interchangeable tool bit member, o pposed 
Pilars iaws. first and second elonaalad handles having oopositelv disposed first and se cond 
ends, said oilers iaws being operablv disposed at said fi rst anda. said first handle having 
n ppoftftri Rides formino an elonoatftfl Kwitv. a bla ri ftd tool, and means for pivotably connegtinq 
the bladed tool to the first handla adiaoent the Urst hand le second end, a sleeve comprising a 
gne.oieoe unitarv construction fomned with a tubular body having a closed-end and an ojien 
end, said open end being formed for remova bly operab^ holding said tool brt member, said. 
^ool bit member taeing disposed in said sleeve poen end, means for pivotably fixedly 
connecting the sleeve adjacent dosed end to the first handle adjacent the fir.'>t handle sec ond 
end so that the sleeve is non-removable, whereby the sleeve and the t ool bit member are 
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piyoied from an operable position disposed awav from the f irst handle to an inoperable position 
rti^ pr^fi^d in the first hanriiR navitv so that the sleeve and tool bit are ino perably ^t<^wed In the first 
h Anti\f> without having to remove and separately s tow the tool bit member or $leeve outside the 
Pliers first handle cavity therebv oennittinQ ready alterna te pliers or tool bit drive use. [The multi- 
functional hand tool of claim 92] said tubular body being fomied with a wing nnember h aving 
oppositely dispose d flat surfaces extending away from the outside of the tubular body. 

Claim 102 is added as follows: 
102. A multi-functional hand tool comprising: at least one interchangeable tool bit member, opposed 
pliers jaws, first and second elongated handles having oppositely disposed first and second ends, 
said plier$ javi/3 being operably disposed at said first ends, said first handle having opposed sides 
forming an elongated cavity, a bladed tool, and means for pivotably connecting the bladed tool to 
the first handle adjacent the first handle second end. a sleeve comprising a one-piece unitary 
construction formed v«th a tubular body having a closed-end and an open end, said open end 
being formed for removably operably holding said tool bit member, said tool b'rt member being 
disposed In said sleeve open end, means for pivotably fixedly connecting the sleeve adjacent 
closed end to the first handle adjacent the first handle second end so that the sleeve is non- 
removable, whereby the sleeve and the tool bit member are pivoted from an operable position 
disposed away from the first handle to an inoperable poshion disposed in the first handle cavity so 
that the sleeve and tool bit are inoperably stowed in the first handle without having to remove and 
separately stow the tool bit member or sleeve outside the pliers first handle cavity thereby 
permitting ready alternate pliers or tool bit drive use, said tubular body being formed with a membe 
having oppositely disposed flat surfaces extending away from the outside of the tubular body. 

Claim 102 tracks claim 93 and more clearly defines the term "wing" as set 
out in claim 93. 
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The remaining objections to claim language under 35 USC § 112 will be 
corrected as suggested at page 2, of the outstanding office action. 

The claims now dependent from cancelled claim 98 will be cancelled or 
made dependent to claims 93 and 101. 

The tubular member with wing member construction is not disclosed in the 

art. 

Harrison et al. (6,009,582) does not disclose "oppositely disposed flat 
surfaces extending away from the outside of the tubular body" (claim 101) or a 
"wing member" (claim 93). Beran (2,980,996) does not disclose (i) "a tubular 
body" or (11) "a wing member extending away from the outside of the tubular 
body". Beran, at best, discloses a rectilinear sheath of essentially the same 
thickness and configuration as the flat blade, as discussed in Beran at column 3, 
lines 20-21. Insofar as the prior art Harrison et al. and Beran both teach away 
from the previously discussed limitations of claims 93 and 101, it is submitted 
that the claims patentably distinguish over the art and are in form for allowance. 

I look fonward to meeting with you on Wednesday, June 4, 2003. at 
11:00am. 




Sincerely yours, 
JaCKENBACH SIEGEL LLP 
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exieiisioii(.t) and or any other fee due witli ihis pnpcr, nol fully covered 
by an enclosed check mrvy he charyud lo )>crnij;it Accouin#lU-()|(tf). 



Received from < > at 5/141(13 10:21:10 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



TnTM P.PB 



